Thanksgiving is Everyday

That special day referred to as Thanksgiving Day is soon upon us. It’s the American holiday which
remembers the early settlers who were grateful for life in a new country. Today it celebrates our national
freedoms as well as the many physical blessings that we may enjoy in this life. It’s surrounded by
traditional family gatherings with an abundance of food, football, and festivities. It’s an opportunity, as
the old song sings to “count your many blessings, name them one by one!”

| recall a family gathering in which before the meal, everyone present was invited to name a blessing for
which they were thankful. It was a meaningful exercise to pause and articulate the many things like
family, children, grandchildren, education, food, shelter, health, homeland security, national liberties,
toys, work, income, insurance, running water, air conditioning, heat, etc! The interesting thing occurs
though that even as appropriate as naming such physical blessings and thanking God for them is—what
about those in our family and network of friends who don’t have children, or health, or insurance, or
work, etc? In the New Testament, God never promises us the physical goods in this life, but He does
promise us the spiritual!

Thus, a Christian Thanksgiving is certainly about being grateful for the physical, but even more so for the
eternal! We Christians ultimately give thanks to God on Thanksgiving and every day for Jesus Christ who
is our Lord and Savior! We are eternally appreciative for God the Father’s mercy and grace granted to us
in the birth, life, sacrificial death, and resurrection of His only begotten Son, as well as the presence of
the Holy Spirit as we face the ups and downs, highs and lows, good and bad, challenges and victories of
daily life!

Not that it is inappropriate for us to ask for or be thankful for physical blessings, yet when St. Paul asked
God for the physical blessing of greater health, the Lord answered, “My grace is sufficient for you” (2
Corinthians 12). Our Lord also promises that every time we ask for the Holy Spirit, He will grant it (Luke
11). Yes, indeed His amazing grace and marvelous mercy in this life leads us to celebrate forgiveness of
sins, new life now, and eternal life to come are the spiritual and eternal gifts that our God provides!

As you may gather with family and friends this Thanksgiving, be bold enough to invite the group to pause
before diving into the feast and ask each person to possibly name something for which they are grateful.
You be last and take the opportunity to name Jesus if He is not earlier mentioned. Then volunteer to give
a Thanksgiving blessing over the meal, all the physical elements we do have, and the gifts that our God
provides every day of the year!

Amen? Amen!
+Interim Pastor Bobby Vitek




Council Notes: 10-14-2025

*President Leslie North called the meeting to order at 5:32 PM and read the monthly devotion.
*Vice President, Tammy Myers, noted that there is still $50,000 left in the Disaster Fund.

*A dinner is being planned on November 15th to celebrate the “Volunteers, Council, and
Congregation” who worked so hard through the flooding. Time to be announced.

*The Social Media Policy was approved by the Council and will be added to the employee
handbook.

*Eric Roehl has been busy, along with Diane Hartjen and our staff, preparing the budget for the
November 23,2025 Congregational Meeting.

«John Miller, along with Pastor Bobby, is working on ways to encourage stewardship at Zion.
*Mike Collins once again thanked Wes Tate, owner of Aqua Force Pressure, who volunteered his
services, giving us the nice clean sidewalks that you see around the church. We hope to give Mr.
Tate more business in the future, with other projects around Zion.

It was mentioned by a parishioner that bollards around our front door might be a good addition
for extra security as we are worshiping. Mike is investigating.

*A work day will be scheduled to clean up the HVAC storage room. Contact Mike if you are willing
to help with this project.

*Thank you to the Praise Team for the Cowboy Service on September 12th.

*Ryan Lentz will lead worship on Reformation Sunday.

*Pastor Mielke will lead worship on All Saints Sunday.

*Pastor Bobby will be off on his retirement cruise and will return on November 16th.

eLarry Cattran reported that ZLCC is doing well.

*Patty Putnam reported that all of our Outreach programs are going well. Patty also reported that
the next project is to improve the looks of the prayer garden.

*Some meals for the Christian Job Corps is another project that is in the works.

*The Council is working on an updated maternity policy for the employee handbook.

*Pastor Bobby would like us to review our Mission Statement, which is on our Website. Perhaps
some changes are needed?

Respectfully submitted,

Debby Jascur, Secretary



Contact us!
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Website: www.zionkerrville.org

Staff: Staff Emails:

Financial Secretary- Diane Hartjen Diane Hartjen: finance @zionkerrville.org
Church Secretary- Johnna Taylor Johnna Taylor: office @zionkerrville.org
Children, Youth, and Family- Gloria Shim Gloria Shim: glorias @zionkerrville.org

Choir Director/ Organist- Judy Johnson Jonathan Shim: jonathans @zionkerrville.org
Organist - Helen Steele Media Center: mediacenter @zionkerrville.org

Music Ministry Asst./Organist/Choir Accompanist - Judy Johnson: judyj4819@gmail.com

Jonathan Shim Dan Stisser: danmusic @zionkerrville.org
Contemporary Service Director- Dan Stisser
Bell Choir Director- Jim Abbatiello
Children's Center Director- Jessica Russell

Nursery Attendant- Azure (Blue) and Heather

Children's Center: children@zionkerrville.org

Representatives

Custodian- Freddy Ortegon Children's Center- Larry Cattran

Building & Grounds Coordinator - Ray Valero Property- Mike Collins

Outreach- Patty Putnam
Worship & Music- Kimber Rhoads

Parish Education - Jana Nolan

Church Council Officers
President- Leslie North

Stewardship - John Miller
Vice President- Tammy Myers

Safety - Gary Hartjen
Secretary- Debby Jascur

Treasurer- Eric Roehl

Church Council: zion-council @zionkerrville.org

Interim Pastor: Pastor Bobby Vitek (830-456-0000)

Our main purpose for being the church is enabling each person to grow a relationship
with Jesus Christ.

Annual Congregational Meeting is Sunday, November 23 between
services to approve the 2026 budget.

COMGREGATIONAL
MEETIMG

Zion Cares Ministry: If you know of someone who might benefit from a casserole or has
other needs, please contact the church office.



| love our English language with all its quirks and inconsistencies. Did you realize that
“slim chance” and “fat chance” mean the same thing? But “wiseman” and “wiseguy”
mean just the opposite. Oxymorons (figures of speech in which contradictory terms
are brought together) are thought-provoking and sometimes humorous: jumbo
shrimp, large petite, civil war, and my favorite, “No, Lord.”

Think about that one. Some believers want a Savior, but not a Lord. When God is our
travel agent, we may find ourselves on a path we didn’t choose. We may protest
loudly as the Israelites did in the wilderness, and even curse God for the misery of
our situation. A drowning victim will be far more easily rescued if he or she relaxes
and lets the lifeguard do his thing. It’s the familiar “Let go and let God” advice. Or... Be
still and know that | am God. (Psalm 46:10a)

So why is relinquishing control so hard for us? Our limited human brains cannot
fathom such an omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient, gracious God. If we could, we
would have no problem trusting Him completely. Personally, | can’t fully realize the
scope and scale of God’s sovereignty. | can’t really grasp the depth of His love for me,
and His plan for my best life. But | have the promise that what | see dimly in this life
will certainly be revealed to me in glory. Now | know in part; then | shall know fully.

(I Cor.13:12b)

So in the meantime, let us put away complaining (“Why did you take us out
in this wilderness to die?!”) and trust in God’s perfect travel plans for our lives.
Hey...maybe we could call AAA (All-knowing Awesome Almighty) and get a free map!!

Have a very blessed Thanksgiving from your worship & music staff!

The Zion Cares Committee is updating the church census of Zion members who are
homebound or in nursing care facilities so that they might receive Holy Communion.
Please contact the church office at 830-257-8411 if you are aware of any persons who
may need to be included on this list.



Income Jan - Sept 2024 Jan - Sept 2025

Church $386,072 $375,386

ZLCC $538,663 $652,598
Spending

Church $496,999 $393,220

ZLCC $543,653 $581,692

Combined Balances

Assets $4,318,312 $10,140,158

Liabilities $108,659 $93,877
Weekly Attendance

9 AM Service 135 119

11 AM Service 65 51

Church income remained steady in September but was down slightly compared to August. By comparison, in
2024 income began rising rapidly from July and continued growing through October. Church spending remains
controlled but now slightly exceeds income for the year. ZLCC continues to have very strong financial
performance with significant income growth supported by modest spending increases. The balance sheet
remains strong and mostly unchanged. Attendance at the 9:00 a.m. service has been on a modest downward
trend for about 6 weeks. Attendance at the 11:00 a.m. service has remained flat.

WL

The “Happiness Delivered” Flower Ministry is going strong and, in August, we reached our 1st
year anniversary!

We Reached Our First Year Anniversary!

With many thanks to our committed “team” of flower arrangers and drivers; this Ministry has
brought smiles to church members in need of a spiritual lift as well to those outside the church
as a community outreach. This Ministry couldn’t be done without the generosity of our church
membership by their donation of purchased altar flowers as well as flower vases. As always, we
are in need of bud vases. Vases that are about 8” tall with a 2” opening work best. If you have
any to donate ... they will be put to good use.

If you know someone that could use a “pick me up” of a beautiful arrangement of flowers;
please contact Karen Jones at (518) 366-2856.

Thank you for supporting this Ministry !
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Liturgists: Brenda Abbatiello, Kimber Rhoads, Judy Johnson, Carol Greene, Jonathan Shim

Ushers:

November 2

November 9

November 16

November 23

November 30

Adele Cattran
Kendra Joines
Bob Anderson
Ryan Balser, Jr.
Olivia Clary
Elizabeth Oehler
James Theis

9:00 a.m. Reader:
11:00 a.m. Reader:
Altar Flowers:

Children’s Message:

9:00 a.m. Readers:
11:00 a.m. Readers:
Altar Flowers:

Children’s Message:

9:00 a.m. Reader:
11:00 a.m. Reader:
Altar Flowers:

Children’s Message:

9:00 a.m. Reader:
11:00 a.m. Reader:
Altar Flowers:
Children’s Message:

9:00 a.m. Reader:
11:00 a.m. Reader:

_.-"-;'-'-'"

Altar Flowers:
Children’s Message:

Walter & Felipa Saunders, Jim Motheral, Beverly Fischer

Sybil Marsh
Donna Shirley
Debra Richardson
Carol Greene

Shirley Smith/Fran Turner

Katy Kappel
Katy Kappel
Gloria Shim

Larry Cattran
Walt Meyer

Larry & Adele Cattran

Shelby Balser

Gary Hartjen
Tammy Callcott

Norm & Cathy Krutsinger

Ryan Lentz

Henrietta Keener
Helen Johnson

Helen & Joel Johnson

Judy Johnson

11/6 Cyrus Eaton
11/11 Joan Anderson
11/12 Capri Marsh
11/14 William Craig
11/15 Gaynell Klaerner
11/16 Larry Cattran
11/21 Tom McKeon

11/21
11/22
11/24
11/24
11/25
11/25
11/26
11/26

Bruce Motheral
Sharon Draker
Art Brown
Sharon Griffin
Weldon Baker
Ronny Carroll
Jesse Haverlah
Eileen Hunt

11/26
11/27
11/27
11/28
11/28
11/29
11/30
11/30

Linford Mease
Jonathan Gutz
Aubree Moeller
Ralph Hunt
Tom Klaerner
Tim Tompkins
Susan Johnson
Matt Keeny



EVENTS: Special thanks to everyone who helped to make the WOW Ladies Fall Retreat at Mo
Ranch a wonderful experience! WOW’s Thankoffering Sunday will be November 9" . Kimber
Rhoads will speak at both services. WOW will provide Thanksgiving pies to the ZLCC staff. Please
watch for more information.

Fellowship Breakfast Group meets on the second Monday each month at 9:00 a.m. at Cracker
Barrel. The next one will be on November 10™. The next WOW Board meeting will be held
November 10" at 11:30 a.m. in the conference room. All Zion ladies are welcome to visit. Please
prayerfully consider serving on the WOW Board next year. For information, please contact
WOW'’s President Elizabeth Oehler at (830) 370-3949 or eloehler89@gmail.com. Thank you!

Tuesday, November 4th - Mary/Martha Circle will meet at noon in the conference room. They will
continue with a Joyce Meyer study. Please text Brenda Abbatiello at (830) 496-6608 for more
information.

Thursday, November 6th - Ruth/Rebecca Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room.
They will continue their study on the book A Woman Jesus Can Teach by Alice Matthews.
Thursday, November 13th - Deborah Circle will meet at 2:00 p.m. in the conference room . They
will continue their study on the book Honesty with God, Learning to pray from the PSALMS by
Dan Schaeffer.

Magdalene Evening Circle will resume meeting in January at 6:00 p.m. the first and third
Tuesdays in the conference room. Their study is on the book Bad Girls of the Bible.

Zion Men Of the Bible meet on the 1% and 3™ Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. to enjoy great
food, fellowship, and Bible study. ZMOB includes members and non-members of all ages. After
enjoying our meal, we devote time to organizing projects to help the church and community. We
then utilize the majority of the meeting to study scripture, other religious writings, and current
events that impact our Christian lives. ZMOB is currently studying Luther’s Large Catechism and
its application in our daily lives.

Recently, the men have assisted Zion members who needed help in moving and property
maintenance. Upcoming events include a “Men’s Breakfast” in January for men of all ages, Zion
members or otherwise. We are currently planning a special topic and guest speaker to highlight
the breakfast gathering. Other planned events include leading another worship service and
hosting a classic car show as we did in 2024.

November 4" and 18" will be our meeting dates this month. We invite all men to join us for food,
fellowship, and the opportunity to go deeper into God’s Word. If you would like further
information, please contact John Nielsen at jwnielsen2014@icloud.com or 830-928-6758.




Volunteer Appreciation
Dinner

You're Invited: Volunteer Appreciation Dinner
An evening of gratitude for the time, energy, and
heart you give.

When: Sat, Nov 15, 2025 « 5:00 PM

Where: Fellowship Hall

Menu

Ribeye Steak
Cheesy Mashed Potatoes
Garden Fresh Salad
Green Beans
Cheesecake Dessert

RSVP:
Please RSVP to the office No later than
November 10™ 2025
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Every Sunday

November 2025

9:00 Traditional Worship All activities are subject to change
10:10 Children’s Sunday School

11:00 Contemporary Worship

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednegday Thureday Friday
2 8 4 5 6 7
é“ Sa'nts.sugdgy 12:00 Women’s AA 9:00 LWR quilting 9:00 Hands & Hearts of | 9:00 Hands & Hearts of ' 5:30 AA
S;):ir::snlon 1 5:30 Men’s Bible Study = 12:00 AA Meeting Hope - H'ope ' 7:00 Speaker Mtg
1010 Lutheranism 101 6:00 Ladies Reflection = 12:00 Mary/Martha 9:30 Sistah’s Bible Study 9:00 LWR Sewing
L AA 6:30 Men’s Group 10:00 ZLCC Chapel 9:30 Ruth/Rebecca
for kIdS' ‘ 6:00 WOW Retreat 12:00 Women’s AA 10:00 Ladies Bible Class
10:15 Zion Ignite Wrapup 5:30 Potluck for No 12:00 NA
12:30 Zion Glow 7:00 Zion Recovery Reason 4:00 Violin classes
6:00 NA 6:00 Bell Choir 6:00 Praise team
7:00 AA rehearsal
7:00 Nar-Anon
9 10 1" 12 18 14
WOW Thankoffering 9:00 Women’s Fellowship 9:00 LWR Quilting 9:00 Hands & Hearts of  9:00 Hands & Hearts of = 5:30 AA
9 & 11 Services Breakfast 9:00 Holy Casserollers Hope Hope 7:00 Speaker Mtg
10:10 Lutheranism 101 11:30 WOW Board Mtg 10:00 Staff Mtg 9:30 Sistah’s Bible Study = 9:00 LWR Sewing
for kids 12:00 Women’s AA 12:00 AA 10:00 ZLCC Chapel 10:00 Ladies Bible Class
10:15 Zion Ignite 5:00 Zion Cares 5:30 Church Council ~ 12:00 Women’s AA 12:00 NA
12:30 Zion Glow 5:30 Men’s Bible Study 6:00 Bell Choir 2:00 Deborah Circle
6:00 NA 6:00 Ladies Reflection AA 7:00 Chancel Choir 4:00 Violin classes
7:00 Zion Recovery 7:00 AA 6:00 Praise team
rehearsal

7:00 Nar-Anon

16 17 18 19 20 21
Communion 9 & 11 9:00 Hill Country Quilt | 9:00 Hill Country Quilt ' 9:00 Hands & Hearts of = 9:00 Hands & Hearts of | 5:30 AA
Services Guild Guild Hope Hope 7:00 Speaker Mtg
10:10 Lutheranism 101 11:30 ZLCC Board Mtg = 9:00 LWR Quilting 10:00 ZLCC Chapel 9:00 LWR Sewing
for kids 12:00 Womens AA 10:00 Staff Mtg 12:00 Women’s AA 10:00 Ladies Bible Class
10:15 Zion Ignite 5:30 Men’s Bible Study = 12:00 AA Meeting 6:00 Bell Choir 12:00 NA
12:30 Zion Glow 6:00 Ladies Reflection | 6:30 Men’s Group 7:00 Chancel Choir 4:00 Violin classes
6:00 NA AA 7:00 AA 6:00 Praise team
7:00 Zion Recovery rehearsal

7:00 Nar-Anon

23 24 25 26 27 28

9&11 Services 12:00 Women’s AA 9:00 LWR Quilting 9:00 Hands & Hearts of 5:30 AA

10:00 Annual 5:00 Zion Cares 10:00 Staff Mtg Hope 7:00 Speaker Mtg
Congregational Meeting = 5:30 Men’s Bible Study = 12:00 AA 10:00 ZLCC Chapel Thanksgiving Day

10:10 Lutheranism 101~ 6:00 Ladies Reflection 12:00 Women’s AA Office Closed

for kids AA 7:00 AA

10:15 Zion Ignite 7:00 Zion Recovery

12:30 Zion Glow

6:00 NA

30

9 & 11 Services

10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids

10:15 Zion Ignite

12:30 Zion Glow

6:00 NA

Saturday

1/8

10:00 AA
10:00 NA

15

10:00 AA

10:00 NA

5:00 Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner

22

10:00 AA
10:00 NA

29

10:00 AA
10:00 NA



Leaving a Legacy

As | write this month’s Mission Moment, | am reflecting on our recent LCMC Annual Gathering. As always, | attended
with eager anticipation for the opportunity to meet new friends in Christ, reconnect with others, and to listen and
learn. This year’s Gathering was held in Lakeville, Minnesota around the theme “Our Help and Hope.” As always, it
was an awesome experience to gather for worship, fellowship, education and inspiration.

This year’'s Gathering marked the 25th anniversary of our association. Some of the original leaders who forged
LCMC’s humble beginnings shared the story of the early days of our association. We learned why key decisions
were made and how they shaped us and have led to the continued growth and development of this beautiful and
diverse body of Christ. We would not be here today without men and women stepping out and up in faith and with
courage. We are grateful for the work and ministry they did 25 years ago. In many ways, we are their legacy. This

year also marked the passing of the baton from one Service Coordinator to another. Mike Bradley announced

last year that he would be retiring this year. After a prayerful search for his successor, the LCMC Board of Trustees
identified Julie Smith to serve as our new Service Coordinator a few months ago. So, at the Gathering, we paused
to celebrate and thank Mike Bradley for his years of dedicated service in ministry leadership.

While many people were familiar with Mike’s work as the Service Coordinator, far fewer were aware of his prior
ministry and impact on other leaders. As Mike has always been quick to give credit to the faithful mentors who
poured into him, on the occasion of his retirement, we began hearing from others stories of how Mike had poured
into them, too. No matter what his job title was, Mike has made it his mission to lovingly encourage the growth and
development of those the Lord has put in his path. He has dedicated much of his life to helping people grow in their
roles as pastors and ministry leaders and ambassadors for the Kingdom of God. Now that is leaving a legacy.

As Mike rides off into the sunset (literally he is working with horses on a ranch), Julie takes her place in the line of

faithful leaders who have gone before her. | have no doubt that God will use Julie in many mighty ways during her
tenure as our Service Coordinator. She, too, is carrying on the tradition of investing in the development of others.
This, after all, is one of the key functions for all of us in the church. Our true legacy is not in what we accomplish or
achieve; our true legacy is the Kingdom impact we have on others. How is God be calling you to step up and out in
faith and with courage to create a better future for those who come after you? Who is God calling you to pray for,
encourage, and invest in? | pray that we, like those who have gone before us, can continue to leave a legacy.
Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry

fraining program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.
Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@Icmctexas.org.

© 2025 Bryce J. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission.
November 2025



What’'s Happening at Zion Lutheran Children’s Center
ZLCC is an outreach ministry of Zion Lutheran Church, serving the Kerrville Community
by providing Quality Education in a Nurturing Christian Environment.

November Birthdays Curriculum

Week 1:Early Settlers
Harlow Ms. Gloria Week 2: Native Americans
Jameson Week 3: The First Thanksgiving
Jasmine Week 4: Thanksgiving
Jackson Week 5:Healthy Foods
Special Days in November: BRible Focus

Week 1: Live in Harmony
Week 2: God Provides
Week 3: We are Thankful
Week 4-We are Thankful
Week 5: Giving and Sharing

ZLCC will be closed November 26th—28th.

Please join us for Sunday Services

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 n.m.

“And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to Sunday School
which indeed you were called in one body. And be 1000 a.m
thankful.” : e

Colossians 3:15 5 Ak are welorsb

We wish everyone a blessed Thanksgiving!

God is Good!
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