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The Zion Lutheran council is inviting the members of the church to gather on January 18 for a

congregational workshop. The purpose of this gathering is to offer grass root affirmations of what the

church is currently doing well and suggestions of what might collectively be done better to build up the

Kingdom of God in this time and place! Your presence and input are wanted and needed as we will review

several of the areas of ministry that the congregation is engaged in, sharing hopes, expectations, and

dreams while providing constructive input.

I will take the lead to moderate the exercise which will begin shortly after the 11 a.m. worship, include a

light lunch, and then delve into the ninety minute communication process. This is not a congregational

meeting so there will be no motions, voting, deliberating points, or lengthy discussions. This workshop is

an initial effort toward creating intentional visions, goals, and strategies which a vision and planning

committee can pick up, develop, and forward progress. 

Therefore, our time together is not a Q&A forum for group debate, commentary, or decision making

where all questions will be answered as time does not permit, and that is not the purpose of this session.

The goal is to mark a new beginning to open greater communication channels as we create an intentional

pathway of learning from one another, sharing hopes, dreams, and expectations of a church that seeks to

mutually build up the body of Christ at Zion Lutheran Church in mission and ministry.  

The nine areas of our common church life that will be addressed include: Worship/Music; Fellowship;

Education/Sunday School/Youth; Women’s/Men’s Groups; Service/Mission; Property/Grounds;

Stewardship; Finances; and Council Leadership. Please, give some advanced thought and prayer to what

Zion does well in each area and what might be improved. I encourage you to attend the 11 a.m. service

that day instead of the 9 a.m. in order to flow right into the light lunch and workshop, or please return to

the fellowship hall at noon after attending the 9 a.m. service as it is the responsibility of the whole church

to be the church with Jesus Christ in the mission of being and making disciples. 

On a personal and professional note, it is my experience that Zion Lutheran Church is not just a good

congregation, but a tremendous gathering of “saints and sinners” who desire to faithfully love and serve

our Savior by loving and serving those inside and outside these walls!  Please, RSVP to the church office

so we know how many beans to put in the pot! And, I hope to see all of you in worship and at the

workshop on January 18! Be praying for this workshop, your church council, yourself and how God will

use our time together that His Kingdom may come, and His Will be done! 

 Amen? Amen!

 +Interim Pastor Bobby Vitek

Your Church Needs You!



 January is the start of an entire new year of opportunity.    Luther said “Optimism
turns problems into possibilities” and “inspires the courage to forge new paths.” 

The past year has been challenging. There were plenty of lessons learned along the
way. This wonderful congregation did so many things right! Outreach and Bible
studies continued. Everyone kept showing up, giving their time and energy and
faithfulness. I am looking forward to the planned workshop meetings beginning in
2026 to give everyone a voice in planning for a bright future. Do remember to take a
look at the Time and Talents survey to see how you might best share yourselves. The
call committee is working diligently to bring Zion the pastor God has in store for us.
Keep them in your prayers. “In hope, lies the faith in a brighter tomorrow.” (Luther)

We had an excellent December council meeting with some very good ideas offered
by members. We are looking forward to putting this interest and energy to work in all
the different areas of our church life and business. I hope we have lots of volunteers
ready to lean into the work ahead. It takes all of us together to move forward with
certainty. C.S. Lewis said “There are better things ahead than any we leave behind.”  
 
We have work ahead….we can do it.  I believe all work is prayer… “Let God’s promises
shine on your problems.” (Corrie Ten Boom)…. one of my favorite people for quotes.
She also said “Never be afraid to trust an unknown future to a known God.” And she
asked “Is prayer your steering wheel or your spare tire?” I like these sayings for a new
year… Let God shine on our difficulties and He will do the steering if we trust in Him
and faithfully do the praying.

In His service,

Leslie North

Council President

Jeremiah 29:11

For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you,

plans to give you hope and a future.
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Staff:
Financial Secretary- Diane Hartjen
Church Secretary- Johnna Taylor
Children, Youth, and Family
Choir Director/ Organist- Judy Johnson
Organist - Helen Steele
Organist/Choir Accompanist - Jonathan Shim
Contemporary Service Director- Dan Stisser 
Bell Choir Director- Jim Abbatiello
Children's Center Director- Jessica Russell
Nursery Attendant-  Azure (Blue) and Heather
Custodian- Freddy Ortegon
Building & Grounds Coordinator - Ray Valero

Church Council Officers
President- Leslie North
Vice President- Tammy Myers
Secretary- Debby Jascur
Treasurer- Eric Roehl 
Church Council: zion-council@zionkerrville.org
Interim Pastor: Pastor Bobby Vitek  (830-456-0000)

Contact us!Contact us!
Website: www.zionkerrville.org

Staff Emails: 
Diane Hartjen: finance@zionkerrville.org
Johnna Taylor: office@zionkerrville.org
Jonathan Shim: jonathans@zionkerrville.org
Media Center: mediacenter@zionkerrville.org
Judy Johnson: judyj4819@gmail.com
Dan Stisser: danmusic@zionkerrville.org
Children's Center: children@zionkerrville.org

Representatives
Children's Center- Larry Cattran
Property- Mike Collins
Outreach- Patty Putnam
Worship & Music- Kimber Rhoads
Parish Education - Jana Nolan
Stewardship - John Miller
Safety - Gary Hartjen

 

Our main purpose for being the church is enabling each person to grow a relationship with
Jesus Christ.

Pastor’s New Year’s Hours

Beginning January 1, interim Pastor Bobby Vitek will be making an adjustment to his time at Zion due
to being invited to mentor pastors and assist congregations in the southeastern part of the states and
the weekly hours involved. His office hours will be most Tuesdays and worship leading twice a month.
Follow up, prayer, and support with members will remain a strong part of his commitment to Zion
Lutheran Church, staff, leadership, and the congregation.  His contact information is 830-456-0000.

Pray for the leaders of our church.

Congregational Workshop

Mark your calendars for the Congregational Workshop on January 18  at 12:30.  It will be held after
the 11 a.m. service.  A light lunch will be served before the meeting.  Please RSVP at the church office
if you would like to reserve a meal. This gathering will provide an opportunity to affirm what our
church is doing well and share ideas for how we can grow together in building the Kingdom of God in
this time and place.  Your input is wanted and needed!

th



Worship & Music Notes
Judy Johnson

Have you ever come across a cicada’s shell in late summer, or a grass snake’s
deserted skin?Those animals could no longer exist in their old bodies so they
sloughed them off to be able to grow in their new ones. New Year’s resolutions ….
diets …. organizing… these activities at this time of year also share the same idea:
something’s gotta go!

January is traditionally a time to start fresh, to slough off the old and embrace the
new. We resolve to lose those holiday pounds, clean out the garage and quit bad
habits; but what about our spiritual resolutions? Do we resolve to attend worship
more faithfully, read our Bibles more regularly, and witness more boldly? If we are
truly growing in the Lord, our faith walk will expand and we can no longer fit into last
year’s spiritual skin. Ideas and activities that once were a part of our lives are left in
the grass like dry shells so we can move on to the next exciting stage of life in Christ
Jesus. In 2 Corinthians 5:17, Paul writes:

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, He is a new creation;
the old has gone, the new has come!

It’s comforting to me that I can ask for the strength to do this on a daily basis, and
that God will forgive me (Luther calls it a “new day of grace”), and that the Holy Spirit
will help me leave my old ways behind. So as we make our 2026 resolutions, let us
make our growing relationship with Jesus top priority.

Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and its righteousness.

And all these things shall be added unto you.
Allelu! Alleluia! 

With One Voice hymnal 783

Many, many thanks to all who blessed our Advent/Christmas season with their gifts
and talents. Happy New Year!!

Church Census Update

The Zion Cares Committee is updating the church census of Zion members who are
homebound or in nursing care facilities so that they might receive Holy Communion.
Please contact the church office at 830-257-8411 if you are aware of any persons who
may need to be included on this list.



January 4                            9:00 a.m.                                                Reader:     Eric Roehl   
                                             11:00 a.m.                                                Reader:     Tammy Callcott  
                                                                                                      Altar Flowers:   
                                                                                            Children’s Message:      Shelby Balser
                                                                                                         
January 11                           9:00 a.m.                                             Readers:     Sybil Marsh                       
                                               11:00 a.m.                                              Readers:     Amy Jones              
                                                                                                         Altar Flowers:     Lane & Johnna Taylor  
                                                                                            Children’s Message:      Judy Johnson  

January 18                          9:00 a.m.                                                 Reader:     John Nielsen   
                                               11:00 a.m.                                                 Reader:     Ronny Carroll   
                                                                                                         Altar Flowers:     Diane & Gary Hartjen   
                                                                                         Children’s Message:     Shelby Balser    
                                                                                          
January 25                          9:00 a.m.                                                 Reader:      Shirley Smith   
                                               11:00 a.m.                                                 Reader:      Jerrielee Rust  
                                                                                                         Altar Flowers:        
                                                                                            Children’s Message:      Carol Greene 

January Worship Assistants
                                                     
 Liturgists:  Judy Johnson, Carol Greene, Kimber Rhoads

 Ushers:   Brenda Craig, Diane Stern, Beverly Fischer

Happy Birthday!

1/01     Ted Hannemann

1/01     Dean Johnson

1/01     Colleen McDonough

1/02     Blaine Johnson

1/04     Frank Fagg

1/04     Connor Shim

1/05     Lois Halloran

1/06     Gregory Lucas III

1/06     Suzanne Wehmeyer

1/07     A J Lucas

1/08    Mary Vestuto

1/09    Kenneth Zysko

1/11     Pamela Blair

1/11     Johnna Taylor

1/12     Marilyn Thompson

1/13     Pam Hilton

1/14     Kaitlin Haverlah

1/14     Dot Moss

1/16     Kelly McKeon

1/16     Karen Welsh

1/24     Pam Guthrie

1/24     Ezekiel Weber

1/25     Brentyn Altman

1/27      Leslie North

1/30     Bobby Vitek

1/31      Westin Brown

1/17    Gwen Lucas

1/17    Staci Pollard

1/18    Gary Hartjen

1/19    Neil Moeller

1/20    Kent Bressler

1/20    Ben Ellebracht

1/20    John Harrison

1/21     Caryn Gates

1/22     Don Keener

1/23     Sue Tiemann



WOMEN of the WORD
EVENTS:  Happy New Year to all the women at Zion. Thanks to all the ladies who helped to make
last month’s Christmas Tea a joyful occasion! Fellowship Breakfast Group meets on the second
Monday each month at 9:00 a.m. at Cracker Barrel. The next one will be on January 12  . The
WOW Board meeting will meet on Monday, January 12  at 11:30 a.m. in the conference room. All
Zion ladies are welcome to attend. Please prayerfully consider serving on the WOW Board next
year. For information, please contact WOW’s President Elizabeth Oehler at (830) 370-3949 or
eloehler89@gmail.com.Thank you!

th

th

Tuesday, January 6  - The Mary/Martha Circle will meet at noon in the conference room.th

Thursday, January 8  – The Ruth/Rebecca Circle will meet at 9:30 a.m. in the conference room. th

Thursday, January 15  -Deborah Circle will meet at 2:00 p.m. in the conference room . th

Magdalene Evening Circle will meet at 6:00 p.m. the first and third Tuesdays in the Chapel. 

Zion Cares Ministry: If you know of someone who might benefit from a casserole or has other
needs, please contact the church office. 

Help is needed with the Quilt Ministry. Thank you!

Men’s Breakfast: On Saturday, January 10 , ZMOB will be hosting th

their first “Men’s Breakfast” in the fellowship hall. In addition to 
serving a hot breakfast to all men who would like to attend, we will 
feature guest speaker Lee Poole, Chief of the Hunt Volunteer Fire 
Department. Chief Poole is going to share his story “Rising Up: 
Stories of the Flood.” FREE tickets will be available in the narthex 
after each church service or from any ZMOB member. Tickets are 
necessary to help us determine how much food to prepare. Guests 
do not need to be members of ZMOB or Zion. Please invite your 
friends and neighbors and get them tickets. All men are welcome!

 Zion Men Of the Bible meet on the 1  and 3  Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. to enjoy food,
fellowship, and Bible study. ZMOB includes both members and non-members of all ages. After
enjoying our meal, we devote time to organizing projects to help the church and community.
Recently, ZMOB assisted Zion members who needed help with moving and property maintenance
(see photo). Other upcoming events include leading another worship service and hosting a classic
car show as we did in 2024. We then utilize the remainder of the meeting to study scripture, other
religious writings, and current events that impact our Christian lives. ZMOB is currently studying
Luther’s Large Catechism and its application in our daily lives. January 6  and 20  will be our
upcoming meeting dates. We invite all men to join us for food, fellowship, and the opportunity to
go deeper into God’s Word. If you would like further information, please contact John Nielsen at
jwnielsen2014@icloud.com or 830-928-6758.

st rd

th th

Zion Men Of the Bible



Communion 9 & 11
Services
10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids
6:00 NA

9 & 11 Services
10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids
6:00 NA

27

January 2026
All activities are subject to change

Every Sunday
8:30 Prayer Cell

9:00 Traditional Worship
    10:10 Children’s Sunday School

11:00 Contemporary Worship

Sunday Monday Wednesday Friday SaturdayTuesday Thursday

31 2

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20

9:00 Hill Country Quilt
Guild
11:30 ZLCC Board Mtg
12:00 Womens AA
5:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Ladies Reflection
AA
7:00 Zion Recovery 

5:30 AA
7:00 Speaker Mtg

10:00 AA
10:00 NA

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

9:00 LWR Sewing
10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA
2:00 Deborah Circle
4:00 Violin classes
6:00 Praise team
rehearsal 
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:00 Hill Country Quilt
Guild
9:00 LWR Quilting
10:00 Staff Mtg
12:00 AA Meeting
6:00 Magdalene Circle
6:30 Men’s Group

9:00 ZMOB Breakfast
10:00 AA
10:00 NA
11:00 Tom McKeon
funeral

9:00 Women’s Fellowship
Breakfast
11:30 WOW Board Mtg
12:00 Women’s AA
5:00 Zion Cares
5:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Ladies Reflection AA
7:00 Zion Recovery 

5:30 AA
7:00 Speaker Mtg

9:00 LWR Quilting
9:00 Holy Casserollers
10:00 Staff Mtg
12:00 AA
5:30 Church Council

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
10:00 Hill Co Quilt
Steering Committee
12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bell Choir 
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

9:00 LWR Sewing
9:30 Ruth/Rebecca
10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA
4:00 Violin classes
6:00 Praise team
rehearsal 
7:00 Nar-Anon

10:00 AA
10:00 NA

Office Closed
12:00 NA
7:00 Nar-Anon

5:30 AA
7:00 Speaker Mtg

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bell Choir 
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

9:00 LWR quilting
10:00 Staff Meeting
12:00 AA
12:00 Mary/Martha
4:30 Call Committee
6:00 Magdalene Circle
6:30 Men’s Group

12:00 Women’s AA
5:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Ladies Reflection
AA
7:00 Zion Recovery

21 22 23

12:00 Women’s  AA 
5:00 Zion Cares
5:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:00 Ladies Reflection
AA
7:00 Zion Recovery 

Communion 9 & 11
Services
10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids
12:15 Congregational
Workshop
6:00 NA

9:00 LWR Quilting
10:00 Staff Mtg
12:00 AA

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

5:30 AA
7:00 Speaker Mtg

24

10:00 AA
10:00 NA

25

9 & 11  Services
10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids
6:00 NA

26 28 29 30 31

9:00 LWR Sewing
10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA
4:00 Violin classes
6:00 Praise team
rehearsal 
7:00 Nar-Anon

9:00 LWR Sewing
10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA
4:00 Violin classes
6:00 Praise team
rehearsal 
7:00 Nar-Anon

5:30 AA
7:00 Speaker Mtg

10:00 AA
10:00 NA
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Celebrate Jesus 
 Amid the twinkling lights and festive cheer, it’s easy to forget why we celebrate Christmas. We can get caught up in the
hustle and bustle of it all: parties and programs, gift buying and cookie baking, travel planning and family gatherings. All
the activity of the season can crowd out the real meaning and purpose for the holiday itself. While we may say “Jesus is
the reason for the season,” what does that really mean for us today? What if an often overlooked Bible story can help us
reconnect our celebrations to the true gift of Christmas? 

One cold December Sunday when I was in the first grade, I got to read my very first verse with my own eyes out of 
a real Bible. I still remember it to this day. In Sunday School, we studied a part of the Christmas story that is rarely 
talked about. The lesson came from Luke 2 and was about Simeon meeting the baby Jesus in the temple. Simeon 
was a righteous and faithful man who had been waiting for God to send the Messiah to bring salvation to Israel and 
hope for the world. In fact, the Lord had promised Simeon that he would not die before seeing the Messiah. We read
aloud Luke 2:29-32: “Simeon took him up in his arms, praised God, and said, ‘Now, Master, you can dismiss your
servant in peace, as you promised. For my eyes have seen your salvation. You have prepared it in the presence of all
peoples—a light for revelation to the Gentiles and glory to your people Israel.’” And just like that, my eyes were opened
to see Jesus as the true gift of Christmas. Here Simeon sees and responds joyously and faithfully to God’s grace in
giving Jesus to the world. Can’t you just picture the joy Simeon must have experienced as he lifted baby Jesus, praising
God and delighting in his goodness and mercy?!? 

Then as Luke 2 continues, we are introduced to Anna, an elderly widow who had dedicated her life to serving the 
Lord in the temple, to prayer and to fasting. She, too, met baby Jesus that day and began praising God and telling 
everyone that he was the Messiah, the long-awaited anointed one who had come into this world to bring salvation. I
love the story of Simeon and Anna as it reminds us what Christmas is really about. The world is in desperate need 
of Jesus, the Messiah. Like Simeon and Anna, we are invited to recognize and rejoice with a deeper appreciation 
for the gift that Jesus is to the whole world. We rejoice and celebrate this season full of hope and gratitude. Our 
faithful response in celebrating Jesus’ birth should be like theirs: gleefully praising God and telling others what this 
means not only for us, but for everyone who calls on His name. This Christmas, pause and ask: How can my
celebrations better reflect the joy of meeting Jesus, the promised Messiah and savior of the world? May our response
give glory, honor and thanks to God. And let us share the Good News with a lost and broken world desperately in need
of all that Jesus came to give. JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON. So let’s celebrate Jesus! 

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry
training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.
Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org. 





Child, Youth, and Family

Dear Lord,
We thank You for this

beautiful new month at
the start of the new year.
You are so gracious and
kind to us to extend us
new mercies each day.
Help us to commit our
plans to You each day.
May we know You and
Your Word. Transform
our hearts and renew

our minds that we would
follow You well. Amen.

To all who donated to our
2025 Christmas Giving Tree
Children. We were able to
serve 38 Children and 22

Families this year!

To all who helped make our
2025 Christmas Program:
Shepherds, Sheep, and a
Saviour” a huge success!

For all of your support and
prayers for our Child, Youth,

and Family Programs in 2025.
We could not do this without

our loving congregation!

Starting soon.  Watch for more details.



 Foundations Christian Academy 
“Behold, I am  As we step into a brand-new year, we’re reminded of the incredible promise found in God’s Word: 

making all things new” (Revelation 21:5). January offers us a fresh start—an opportunity to set new goals, renew our
commitment to Christ, and refocus our hearts on the path He has prepared for us. At Foundations Christian Academy,
we celebrate this season of renewal by encouraging our students to embrace growth, seek God’s guidance, and trust
Him with the journey ahead. 

The new year also invites us to reflect on His faithfulness in the past and the hope He gives for the future. Whether it’s 
forming new habits, strengthening friendships, or deepening our walk with the Lord, we pray that each student begins 
this year with joy, purpose, and confidence in God’s plan. May 2025 be a year where our school family continues to 
shine His light and pursue excellence in faith, character, and learning 

 English: 

 Starting our new novel unit 

Math: 

Division reminders and finishing proofs 

History: 

Learning about the geography of South America 

Science: 

Topography maps. How to read them, what they
mean, and how these types of landforms are
made. Bible: Starting our new devotional book 

 Important dates! 
1/7 First day back after Christmas!
1/8 Dominos lunch
1/15 Taco bell Lunch
1/19 NO SCHOOL!
1/22 Chick Fil a Lunch!
1/28 Field Trip to the park!
1/29 Go To Chili’s for lunch! 

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

 Foundations Christian Academy
Educational Philosophy 

 1. 

 2. 

 3. 

 4. 

 A Foundation of Biblical Authority: at Foundations
Academy, we believe that the total process of education
begins with the recognition that God is the Author of
creation, and therefore, a proper knowledge and a right
understanding of Him is foundational for all study and for
every academic discipline. The Word of God is our
authority and the basis for our total educational program.
A partnership with Parents: The Scripture indicates that
God has obliged parents with the ministries of educating
their children and discipline them in the ways of the Lord.
To help fulfill these obligations, Foundations Christian
Academy views itself as a partner with our parents as an
extension of the Christian home. A Statement Of Faith:
Because our students come from a variety of Church
denominations and embody a broad base of
backgrounds, Foundations Christian Academy adheres
to the following Statement of Faith: We believe in one
God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all things,
holy, just, and full of love and mercy. A Commitment to
High Standards: Foundations Christian Academy is
dedicated to the pursuit of academic excellence and to
the principles of continual improvement. Because God
has given us His very best, we are committed - as His
children and His servants - to offer Him our best out of
our gratitude to Him. Academic excellence should be
paramount in training up a child in the way he or she
should go. Pursuit of excellence in all areas of life -
spiritually, intellectually, and physically as well as
morally, psychologically, and socially. 






