The Tidings

Zion Lutheran Church
April 2026

“Alleluial”

Traditionally, beginning on the first day of Lent, Ash Wednesday—many mainline churches,
including ZLC cease singing “alleluias” in worship. WHY? Because Lent is a church season in
which we Christians reflect on the suffering of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and the cost
involved to save us sinners from Hell. Lent is not a celebration season—it’s a season of deep
contemplation—therefore the “alleluias” in worship are buried for a time as a part of the Lenten
fast.

The actual burial of the church “alleluias” during Lent began as an old French Christian tradition
in the twelfth century when a hole was dug near the church (probably the church cemetery),
and the “alleluias” from the song books were literally buried. For the next forty days, the
“alleluias” lay silent in the ground. But come Easter morning, the service began with the
unearthing of the “alleluias” and brought into the sanctuary where the congregation joyfully
raised the roof in bringing them back into worship!

There is another example of treats and candy being secretly buried with the “alleluias” so that
when the “alleluias” are taken from the ground on Easter morn, the candy and treats are shared
as part of bringing the joy and celebration back into our lives! Ah, the secret of Easter is that our
Great Alleluia—Jesus Christ-- was dead and buried in the tomb, but the Easter surprise is that
He too was taken up from the grave along with the joy and celebration of the sweet news that
because He conquered death and lives, that we have forgiveness of sins, new life now, and
eternal life to come.

The Holy Week and Easter invitation for each of us is to experience this death and resurrection
firsthand by walking through what is left of Lent midweek services, then Maundy Thursday, and
Good Friday to arrive at Easter Sunday whereby God might raise up in you the dead places that
need resurrection—our failures, hurts, grief, denials, fears, and anxieties. Make Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday a priority for you to be in worship, so that as our sin goes down with
Him in betrayal, denial, and death-- we maybe raised up on Easter to not only sing “alleluias” in
church, but in our daily lives as well!
Amen? Amen!
+Interim Pastor Bobby Vitek




Council Corner
April 2026

April... Spring is about new life, awakening, and renewed faith. And always we
should remember to be thankful for the mighty sacrifice and triumphant
resurrection of Jesus. 2 Corinthians 9:15 says “Thanks be to God for this
indescribable gift.” And the renewal of faith with the triumph of the resurrection.
1 Corinthians 15:57 declares “But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

| see so much hope and promise in Zion this Lent and Easter season. My own faith is
renewed by this wonderful congregation, the Council, and the staff. And the
hardworking call committee! So much steadfastness and faithfulness. Some of the
faithful are fierce and out front, pulling and pushing and working tirelessly, bringing
everyone around them along. Others are quietly, gently moving along, always
moving forward, making the way smoother for everyone around them. And some
are a strong presence, standing firmly, showing up, a steady show of support.

Remember the sacrifice as Lent comes to a close. Prepare for the indescribable joy
of Easter and the Resurrection.

1 Peter 1:3-6 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great
mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or
fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by
God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the
last time. In all this you greatly rejoice, though now, for a little while, you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.”

In His service,

Leslie North
Council President



Contact us!

Website: www.zionkerrville.org

Staff: Staff Emails:

Financial Secretary- Diane Hartjen Diane Hartjen: finance @zionkerrville.org
Church Secretary- Johnna Taylor Johnna Taylor: office @zionkerrville.org
Children, Youth, and Family Jonathan Shim: jonathans @zionkerrville.org
Worship & Music Director/Choir Director- Judy Johnson  Media Center: mediacenter @zionkerrville.org
Organist - Helen Steele Judy Johnson: judyj4819 @gmail.com

Organist/Choir Accompanist - Jonathan Shim Dan Stisser: danmusic @zionkerrville.org
Contemporary Service Director- Dan Stisser
Bell Choir Director- Jim Abbatiello

Children's Center Director- Jessica Russell

Children's Center: children@zionkerrville.org

Nursery Attendant- Heather

Custodian- Freddy Ortegon Representatives

Building & Grounds Coordinator - Ray Valero Children’s Center- Larry Cattran
Property- Mike Collins

Outreach- Patty Putnam

Worship & Music- Kimber Rhoads
Parish Education - Jana Nolan

Stewardship - John Miller

Church Council Officers
President- Leslie North
Vice President- Tammy Myers

Secretary- Debby Jascur

Treasurer- Eric Roehl Safety - Gary Hartjen

Church Council: zion-council @zionkerrville.org
Interim Pastor: Pastor Bobby Vitek (830-456-0000)

Our main purpose for being the church is enabling each person to grow a relationship with Jesus Christ.

Child, Youth, and Family Coordinator

Zion Lutheran Church is seeking a part-time to full-time Child/Youth/Family Coordinator to support the day-to-
day operations of the Youth Ministry. This will be done by overseeing volunteer coordination, logistical
planning for Sunday Services, and the organization and execution of ministry events. This role ensures that all
services and activities operate smoothly and in alignment with the mission and values of the church. The ideal
candidate is detail-oriented, highly organized, a strong communicator and passionate about creating impactful
ministry experiences for children, youth and families. Some of the duties include recruiting, training and
scheduling volunteers to serve in all aspects of ministry activities and events. Additional duties include
planning activities to grow family and youth involvement in all activities and church events. Experience
working with children/families is a must. PT/FT may be adapted to best suit qualified candidates. You can find
a detailed job description on our website. If you would like to apply for the position of Child, Youth, and
Family Coordinator at Zion Lutheran Church, please submit 1) a letter of interest and 2) a personal resume.
These materials should be submitted to office @zionkerrville.org or mailed to Zion Lutheran Church, 624
Barnett Street, Kerrville, TX 78028 or in person.



Worship & Music Notes
Judy Johnson

Do you ever get a song stuck in your head and it lingers for days? My choir members
can attest to that! Well, put your song knowledge to work as you try to find 35 titles
below:

When in Our Music God Is Glorified

As the season of Lent continues into Holy Week, day by day we bow down beneath
the cross of Jesus to give thanks for his amazing grace and arms of love, outstretched
for us. Isn’t he more precious than silver — our beautiful savior, who willingly put
aside his majesty and his life to lay it down in payment of our sin debt?

Let the whole creation cry, “Hosanna!” because he is worthy to be praised, and he is
able to cleanse us from all unrighteousness, making us white as snow in God’s eyes.
He deserves praise and thanksgiving, all glory, laud and honor!

And when Easter comes...my Lord, what a morning! Good Christian friends, rejoice
and sing because he lives! Now we join in celebration of his victory; let all things now
living cry, “Jesus Christ is risen today!”

Prayer for Easter

Dear Jesus, priceless treasure, you are my all in all. You are the reason that | breathe.
| give you my heart, my life, and my praise. | could sing of your love forever! Thank
you for the blessed assurance of that amazing love. To God be the glory!

Amen!

Thanks to all the midweek Lenten service speakers and the musicians who led the music.
Thanks to the pastors who led worship on Sundays when Pastor Bobby was away.
We appreciate all of you!

Have a very blessed Easter from your Worship & Music staff !



April Worship Assistants

Liturgists: Brenda Abbatiello, Carol Greene, Kimber Rhoads, Judy Johnson

Ushers:

April 5

April12

April19

April 26

4/01
4/04
4/06
4/06
4/08
4/09
4/10

Janice Nermyr
Jerry Rhoads
Tammy Gold
Diana Keeny
Alice Olsen
Lisa Bernhard
Brandis Altman

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Suzanne & Frank Wehmeyer and Debra & Joe McLerran

Reader:
Reader:
Altar Flowers:
Children’s Message:

Readers:
Readers:
Altar Flowers:

Children’s Message:

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Reader:
Reader:
Altar Flowers:
Children’s Message:

Reader:

Reader:
Altar Flowers:

Children’s Message:
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Pastor Vitek
Pastor Vitek
Easter Lilies
Shelby Balser

Sybil Marsh
Sharon Turlington
Sandra Yarbrough
Darla Pfiester

Eric Roehl

Donna & Bruce Jenschke
Delbert & June Oehler
Judy Johnson

Beth Taylor

Tammy Callcott
Mike & Cindy Collins
Carol Greene

@

rasousat? Happy Birthday!
4/11 Catherine Krutsinger 4/17 Michelle Johnson 4/25 Stephen Feldman
4/11 Renalentz 4/17 Fran Turner 4/25 Aaron Walters
4/13 Barbara Rauhut 4/18 Walt Meyer 4/27 Lee Harrison
4/14 Cullen Dean 4/20 Liam Shim 4/27 Tyler Jenschke
4/14 Tammy Myers 4/22 Jordan Anders 4/27 Bill Turner
4/16 Joe MclLerran 4/23 Deborah Jascur 4/28 Diana Haverlah
4/16 Patricia Putnam 4/24 Tollie Taylor



WOMEN of the WORD

COMING EVENTS: The Car Show Bake and Craft Sale will be held on Saturday, April 18 from 8:00
- 4:00. We will need baked goods, crafts, and volunteers to help with selling our goods. More
information will follow. Game Night is Tuesday, April 21 in the fellowship hall from 7:00 - 8:00
p.m. Please bring a snack to share. Watch for more information on the Spring Ladies Tea on May
16 at 2 p.m. Gloria Louk will give a presentation on Genealogy. On Saturday, May 30 all ladies of
Zion are invited to attend this year’s Twilight Ministry Ignite Courage Conference at the Happy
State Bank Event Center from 10 - 4. Several of Zion’s ladies attended the last two years and it is
a wonderful experience. More information to follow. On Friday, June 5 WOW is planning a field
trip to the Beloved Gallery in Marble Falls to view artist Akiane Kramarik’s paintings. Her
painting “Prince of Peace” of Jesus Christ was introduced in the book, Heaven is for Real! More
information to come.

Fellowship Breakfast Group will meet on April 13 at 9:00 at Cracker Barrel. WOW Board meeting
will be on April 13 at 11:30 in the conference room. All ladies are welcome to attend.

Tuesday, April 7th - The Mary/Martha Circle meets at noon in the conference room with the
Joyce Meyer study. Please text Brenda Abbatiello at (830) 496-6608 for more information.
Thursday, April 2nd - The Ruth/Rebecca Circle meets at 9:30 am in the conference room. They
are studying the book A Woman Jesus Can Teach by Alice Matthews.

Thursday, April 9th -Deborah Circle meets at 2:00 pm in the conference room . Their study is on
Tara Sun’s book Overbooked and Overwhelmed: How to Keep Up with God When You’re Just
Trying to Keep Up with Life.

Magdalene Evening Circle meets the first and third Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m. in the Chapel.

Zion Cares Ministry: If you know of someone who might benefit from a casserole or has other
needs, please contact the church office.

Special thanks to the ladies that shared their skills at last month’s Teach & Learn Craft
Fellowship! We had a great time.

Zion Men Of the Bible

Zion Men Of the Bible (ZMOB) meet on the 1%t and 3" Tuesday of each month. Our main focus is to
study the Bible and discuss how it affects our daily lives. Our meetings start with a light dinner at
6:30 p.m. followed by discussion of any special activities that are being planned. Such activities
include service projects and organizing special events like the Classic Car Show. The rest of the
evening is devoted to Bible study.

As mentioned, ZMOB is hosting a Class Car Show at Zion on Saturday, April 18" from 8:00 a.m. -
3:00 p.m. Other Zion organizations will also be involved with the show serving food, beverages,
crafts, prizes, etc. This event has previously drawn large crowds and allows us a great opportunity
to show off our beautiful facilities and our love of Jesus. You are encouraged to attend and invite
your friends, especially those who enjoy Classic Cars.

ZMOB invites all men to join us for food, fellowship, and the opportunity to go deeper into God’s
Word. ZMOB welcomes non-ZLC members to join us. April meetings will be on the 7" and 21°.



Every Sunday
8:30 Prayer Cell
9:00 Traditional Worship
10:10 Children’s Sunday School
11:00 Contemporary Worship
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12:00 Women’s AA
5:30 Men’s Bible Study

Easter Sunday
9:00 Sanctuary

11:00 Chapel 6:00 Ladies Reflection
10:10 Lutheranism 101 | AA

for kids 7:00 Zion Recovery
6:00 NA

12 18

9 & 11 Services
10:10 Lutheranism 101

8:00 Lifeline Screening
9:00 Women'’s Fellowship

for kids Breakfast

12:45 Congregational 11:30 WOW Board Mtg

Meeting 12:00 Women’s AA

6:00 NA 5:00 Zion Cares
5:30 Men’s Bible Study
6:00 Ladies Reflection AA
7:00 Zion Recovery

19 20

Communion 9 & 11 9:00 Hill Country Quilt

Services Guild
10:10 Lutheranism 101 11:30 ZLCC Board Mtg
for kids 12:00 Womens AA
6:00 NA 5:30 Men’s Bible Study
6:00 Ladies Reflection
AA
7:00 Zion Recovery
26 97

12:00 Women’s AA
5:30 Men’s Bible Study
6:00 Ladies Reflection
AA

7:00 Zion Recovery

9 & 11 Services

10:10 Lutheranism 101
for kids

6:00 NA

7:00 WOW Game Night

April 2026

All activities are subject to change

Tuesday Wednegday

1

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
10:00 Sistahs Bible Study
12:00 Women’s AA

9:00 Hill Co. Quilt Guild 10:00 Sistahs Bible
10:00 staff Mtg Study

12:00 AA Meeting 12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Magdalene Circle 6:00 Bell Choir
6:30 Men’s Group 7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

28 29

9:00 ZLCC Chapel
10:00 Sistahs Bible
Study

12:00 Women’s AA
6:00 Bell Choir
7:00 Chancel Choir
7:00 AA

9:00 LWR Quilting
10:00 Staff Mtg
12:00 AA

Thureday Friday Saturday
2 3 4
9:00 LWR Sewing 5:30 AA 10:00 AA
9:30 Ruth/Rebecca 7:00 Speaker Mtg 10:00 NA

10:00 Ladies Bible Class  7:00 Good Friday service 10:00 Easter Egg Hunt

7:00 AA 12:00 NA
4:00 Violin classes
7:00 Maundy Thursday
service
7:00 Nar-Anon
7 8 9 10 1
9:00 LWR quilting 9:00 ZLCC Chapel 9:00 LWR Sewing 5:30 AA 10:00 AA
10:00 Staff Meeting 10:00 Sistahs Bible Study 10:00 Ladies Bible Class  7:00 Speaker Mtg 10:00 NA
12:00 AA 12:00 Women’s AA 12:00 NA
12:00 Mary/Marth§ 6:00 Bell Choir 2:00 Deborah Circle
6:00 Magdalene Circle ' 7:00 Chancel Choir 4:00 Violin classes
7:00 AA 6:00 Praise team
rehearsal
7:00 Nar-Anon
14 15 16 17 18
9:00 LWR Quilting 9:00 ZLCC Chapel 9:00 LWR Sewing 5:30 AA 8:00 ZMOB Car Show
9:00 Holy Casserollers = 10:00 Sistahs Bible 10:00 Ladies Bible Class ' 7:00 Speaker Mtg 10:00 AA
10:00 Staff Mtg Study 12:00 NA 10:00 NA
12:00 AA 12:00 Women’s AA 4:00 Violin classes
5:30 Church Council 6:00 Bell Choir 6:00 Praise team
6:30 Men’s Group 7:00 Chancel Choir rehearsal
7:00 AA 7:00 Nar-Anon
21 22 23 24 25
. 10:00 AA
9:00 LWR Quilting 9:00 ZLCC Chapel 9:00 LWR Sewing 5:30 AA 10:00 NA

10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA

4:00 Violin classes

6:00 Praise team
rehearsal

7:00 Nar-Anon

7:00 Speaker Mtg

30

9:00 LWR Sewing

10:00 Ladies Bible Class
12:00 NA

4:00 Violin classes

6:00 Praise team
rehearsal

7:00 Nar-Anon



Too Good to Keep Locked Up

It has been more than a decade since I pastored a church and experienced the special blessing it is to lead a community of
faith in the Resurrection celebration on Easter morning. If you are a pastor, then you likely know what I mean. I remember
fondly the anxious anticipation for crowds of people to gather and worship the risen Lord. As many pastors do, on Saturday
night I would sit alone in an empty sanctuary and pray for God to fill the church and bring together those who needed to hear
the Easter story anew. Sunday dawn would rise and with it, excitement as the church filled with all the familiar faces and
many new ones, too. The greetings would ring out: “Christ is Risen! — He is risen indeed! Alleluia!” Easter lilies adorned the
sanctuary and special music triumphantly proclaimed God’s glory. For those of us entrusted to preach, it is a special privilege
to share the greatest story ever told to a full room of eager listeners. All around the church on Easter Sunday there is a joy
that is so powerful and uplifting.

But just seven days later, on the Second Sunday of Easter, I would often wonder, “What happened?” What happened to the
joy and enthusiasm? What happened to the crowds and the packed sanctuary? What happened to all that was special the
week before? For those who follow the lectionary, the Second Sunday in Easter centers on the story of Jesus breaking in on
the disciples who gathered together on Easter evening. After the crucifixion and the discovery of the empty tomb, the
disciples were confused and afraid. They had heard the reports from Mary Magdalene, but the fear had not yet become faith.
So, they locked themselves in the Upper Room.

And then Jesus appeared. He stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." He showed them his hands and his side. John
tells us simply that the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. But Jesus was not only there to comfort them amid their
fear and confusion. And he wasn’t just there to prove that he was alive. Jesus was also there to send them out. He said it
again: "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, I am also sending you." And he breathed on them: "Receive the Holy
Spirit."

On Jesus’ word, the locked room was transformed from a place of hiding into a place of sending. The peace Jesus spoke did
not only quiet their fears, it redirected them with a mission. The disciples who were paralyzed by what happened to Jesus
were now mobilized to share the Good News of Jesus to the world. But this is the part of the Easter story that is so easy to
miss: The resurrection is not only an event to celebrate; it is the Good News we are sent to proclaim. Just as the Father sent
Jesus, Jesus sends us. And he sends us not with our own courage or confidence, but with his peace, presence, power, and
purpose.

In Lent we embark on an inward journey of repentance that leads us outward - set free to witness. In Easter, we celebrate
the fulfillment of our freedom in the death and resurrection of Jesus. The empty tomb confirms the Good News of sins
forgiven, death defeated, and new life in Christ — news too good to keep behind locked doors.

Pastor Bryce Formwalt is the Director of Mission Growth for LCMC Texas District and Program Director of Harvest Workers, an online ministry
training program (learn more at www.harvestworkers.net). Residing in Georgetown, Pastor Bryce is available to coach congregations on mission.
Please contact him with any questions or comments: 512-942-7776 or bryce@lcmctexas.org.

© 2026 Bryce |. Formwalt, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted with permission. April 2026



BY HIS GRACE, FOR HIS PURPOSE
2TIMOTHY 1:9

Join us for Annual Gathering 2026
“He has saved us and called us with a holy calling,
not according to our works, but according to his own
purpose and grace, which was given to us in Christ
Jesus before time began.” -2 Timothy 1:9 CSB

We come together for great food and fellowship with
brothers and sisters in Christ to learn about ministry
opportunities, receive powerful teaching,
and worship the Most Awesome God!

MORE INFO &
REGISTRATION
COMING SOON!

Website
www lermetexas.ong/annual-gathering

Phone Number
512-942-7776




Host: Zion Lutheran Church
Zion Men Of The Bible (zMOB)

Free Parking

Free Admittance
Food Concession
Indoor restrooms
Donations Accepted

Divisions/Award Levels
Pre-50's Original (1-3)

50's On up Original (1-3)
Pre 2000's Muscle Car (1-3)
2000's On Up Muscle (1-3)
Hot Rod (1-3)

Project Car (1-3)

Off Road (1-3)

Rat Rod (1-3)
Motorcycle(1-3)

People’s Choice Award 1

Early Registration:
$25 per vehicle - All Divisions

On-site Registration:
$30 per vehicle - all Divisions

(Begins at 8AM) GO TIME!!

50/50
Raffle

’t Get Left Behind!




Your Finances

Betore, During, and

After
- RS

Twrsday, | 5:30 PM
May 7%, 2026 | diow (utheran Chuirchy

Zion Lutheran Church - Fellowship Hall
624 Bamnett Street, Kerralle, TX 78028

A meal will be provided.

RSVP To Thrivent Cecilia Conlee (210) 735-1130 by April 27%, 2026

TaxPlanning Eelivement Income

ADAM TOSTADO DANNY DEAN & BRADLEY DEAN
Accountant & Tax Manager at A Wealth Advisor at Thrivent Heart of
Tostado Corporation Texas Associates
Sovial Securily Asset Protection ¢ Leggad Affairs
OSCAR GARCIA TODD MARQUARDT

Owmner of your Social Security President & Managing Attorney
Strategies at Marquardt Law Firm



What's Ha?pening at Zion Lutheran Children’s Center
ZLCC is an outreach ministry of Zion Lutheran Church, serving the Kerrville Community

by providing Quality Education in a Nurturing Christian Environment.

April Birthday’s:
Rhiannon
Mireya
Amira
Naoble
Sebastian
Hutton
Layla
Justin

Ms, Carrisa

Special Days in April:

4/1- Easter Egg Hunt 10 a.m.
4/2—Easter Parties 2:30 p.m.

ZLCC will be Closed 4/3 and 4/6

Curriculum
Week 1:Baby Animals
Week 2! Turtles
Week 3: Tadpoles and Frogs
Week 4:Great Gardens
Week 5:Fairy Picnics

Bible Focus

Week 1:The Easter Story
Week 2:Sharing the Good News

Week 3 : Paul Follows Jesus
Week 4 :Do What is Right

Week 5! Just say No to Satan

.......................................................

ECommunit? Event Spotlight: -
‘We cordially invite you to visit

But the angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid,
for I know you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is
not here, for He has risen, as He said. Come, see the

place where he lay.”

Matthew 28:5-6

Zion Lutheran Church on
Sundays.

Services are :

9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

Join us for fellowship

Our God is Awesome!



foundations Christian flcademy

As we celebrate this season, we are reminded of the powerful truth of the resurrection and the promise of new
beginnings. At Fomdations Christian Academy, we continue to encourage our students to grow not only
academically, *but spmtually—rooted firmly in God’s Word. May this month be filled with joy, growth, and a

renewed sense of purpose as we walk daily in His grace.

F
Important Dates: .
% 4/1 April Fools Day
4/3 No school (Good Friday)
4/5 Easter Sunday
% 4/5 Happy Birthday Krystal!!
% 4/6 No school

% 4/29 Field Trip

« Student Spotlight .

For being a good friend and encouraging her
classmates to always do their best

Hope Duarte

‘Jesus said to her, ‘| am the resurrection
and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and
everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?””
John 11:25-26

Contact Information for the School
Email: faofkerrville@gmail.com
Phone number: (830)370-1828

English:
We will be finishing our study of Percy Jackson

Math:
We will be working on graphing and proofs
History:
Will start our study of Russia

Science:

We are learning about how different rocks form
Bible:

This month Students will explore the
Resurrection of Christ. They will discuss the
meaning of his yg u{cs 5&\ cre te a timeline
of Holy We (rp dsizih r| &t *Netory over
sin and d

i

As we continue to grow, we are prayerfully seeking
the next space the Lord has prepared for
Foundations Christian Academy. We are trusting in
His perfect timing and provision as we look for a
location that will best serve our students and
families. We appreciate your continued prayers and
support during this season of transition, and we
remain confident that God is guiding each step of
this journey.
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